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AN armed robber whose trousers
fell down revealing “colourful”
boxer shorts as he was chased
from a shop by two bread deliv-
ery men has received a two and
a half year suspended sentence.

Daragh Brown, 24, who was
also wearing odd shoes at the
time, was later arrested due
to the description of his
clothes, including his boxer
shorts, given to gardai after
the robbery.

Brown, of Allenton Avenue,
Tallaght, Dublin pleaded
guilty at Dublin Circuit
Criminal Court to robbery of
cigarettes and making threats
to kill the two bread delivery

KELSEY Grammer has
revealed he knew his
three failed marriages
were doomed before he
tied the knot.

The US actor and come-
dian, 63, has been mar-
ried four times and has
seven children.

The former Frasier star
said: “Before I got
married I had that
moment of, ‘This might be
a really bad idea’. And I
just should have listened.”

CRACKLIN’ GIG
Crackling Rosie singer

Neil Diamond gave an
unexpected performance
for firefighters battling a
blaze in Colorado, US.

men at Old Bawn Shopping Centre,
Tallaght on April 14, 2017.

Garda John Dalton told prosecutors
that Brown entered the Centra shop

brandishing a knife and
demanding money.

After failing to get money,
Brown fled the shop with a
quantity of John Player Blue
cigarettes.

Brown was chased by two
bread delivery men but fell
as his trousers came down
revealing “colourful” boxers.

Judge Martin Nolan said he
was “minded” to give Brown
a chance as there was no
violence during the offence.

By FIONA FERGUSON

Kel: Wed 
doomed

Chance . . . Nolan

ARMED CIGS THIEF
IS TOTALLY PANTS WHY THE STARS      OF NEW POSTERS ARE SMILES AHEAD

LITTLE Noah Staunton is achieving important new
milestones each and every day.

But his main aim is to conquer the kitchen.
The four-year-old, from Dublin, is a whiz when it comes to

cooking.
Dad Karl said: “People think that children with Down Syn-

drome can’t do as much, or can’t learn as well, or don’t
know much, but that couldn’t be further from the truth.

“Noah has done everything his siblings have done, like
walking and sitting up. In some cases he has done these
things even quicker than his
siblings have.

“Every evening he pulls up a
chair to the counter, he’ll chop
potatoes, he’ll chop carrots.

“He’ll help me put things
into the pan, he just loves to
cook for his family. It’s one of
his favourite things to do.

“Noah hasn’t let Down
Syndrome stop him from
doing anything.”

Karl and wife Paulette are
parents to five children, with
Tania, 14, Kacey, 12, six-year-
old Dylan and little Ryan, two,
completing the brood.

He admits that they were
shocked when they learned
about Noah’s disability.

He said: “When he was
born, we didn’t know much. 

“We didn’t know what to
expect and we had the doc-
tors telling us the news as if it
was bad news.

“It wasn’t told to us in a
happy way, it was as if it’s a
bad thing. That’s why cam-
paigns like this are so impor-
tant, because we want people
to see that children with Down
Syndrome are just like every
other child.”

Describing the Down Syndrome Centre as their “life-
line”, the busy parents told how its vital support services
and therapies are helping kids like Noah thrive. 

Karl said: “Noah was going to classes at the centre and
he’s getting speech and language therapy there as well. 

“He has now made so many friends there — and through
this campaign.” 

FACES OF TOMORROW

Noah Staunton

LIAM CASEIRO, 5 
Loves: Wrestling his 
cousins. Dislikes: Hav-
ing his hair washed. 

SIMON SMYTH, 5 
Likes: Being knee-high 
in puddles and Paw 
Patrol. Dislikes: Cake. 

EMMA LANDE, 11
Likes: Swimming, Katy 
Perry and Nintendo.
Dislikes: Noisy places. 

By NIAMH ANDERSON

MEET the little heart-stealers who are
lighting up billboards all over Ireland.

They are just some of the youngsters featuring
in 21 Faces — a poster campaign celebrating the
uniqueness and diversity of children with Down
Syndrome.

Now in its third year, the initiative by the Down
Syndrome Centre aims to challenge misconceptions
about the disability by encouraging the public to get to
know the people who feature in the photos.

And this year’s bubbly participants are already
making a name for themselves, with some traffic-stop-
ping appearances on the Dublin Bus fleet and an
exhibition at the Cornelscourt Shopping Centre in
south Co Dublin.

The Centre, based in nearby Cabinteely, offers subsi-
dised therapies for children with the disability, as well
as support to their families.

l VISIT downsyndromecentre.ie to learn more about the
work they do and to support them by making a donation.

Likes: Taking his puppy 
Batman for walks, and 
chocolate buttons. Hob-
bies: Dancing, football. 
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WHY THE STARS      OF NEW POSTERS ARE SMILES AHEAD

FACES OF TOMORROW
ADORABLE Ava Leahy has the world at
her feet — just like any other ten-year-
old, according to her mum Ciara.

The youngster, from Dublin, is taking
part in the campaign to prove Down
Syndrome won’t hold her back in life.

Ciara, pictured with Ava below, said:
“When we look back at all the worries
we had when she was born, they’ve
completely disappeared.

“Ava’s just a child, she has her likes
and dislikes. She gets on with life, the
same as everyone else. 

“There’s been a huge amount of pos-
itivity attached to her.”

But she admits some people are
stuck for words when it comes to
babies and children with disabilities.

She said: “There’s a bit of an
‘Oh, God love them’ or ‘God help
you’ attitude, but I think that’s
changing a lot with cam-
paigns like this.

“I know people who have
had people say ‘sorry’ to
them, rather than ‘congrat-
ulations’ when their Down
Syndrome child was
born. I do think it’s a gen-
erational thing though.

“Some of my family

were worried about her
future, but everyone was
extremely supportive and
loving, which in the early
days is all you want.”

Ciara recalled how she
and her husband Dave
even faced some nega-
tivity from the medical
staff who were on hand
for her pregnancy.

She said: “It’s all about
language. When people
are getting diagnosed in
hospital, it should be a
‘chance’ rather than a ‘risk’ that
your child has Down Syndrome. All
that needs to start at the outset.

“Unfortunately, the book we were
given by the hospital social
worker was from the ’70s,
it wasn’t helpful at all.

“Another mother I
knew texted me at the

time saying, ‘Don’t
worry, Ava will do
everything that

every other child will do, it will just take
her a bit more time.’

“That’s what I needed to hear. Once I
heard that, I relaxed but nobody else

was giving me that
information.”

Ava loves to sing,
dance and spend time
with her younger
brother Dylan, eight.

She recently saw her
idol, Taylor Swift, live in
concert for the first time.

And she’s a huge hit in
her school, where she
has loads of friends.

Ciara added: “Ava
loves the limelight. She’s
an extrovert that way and

everyone is very good to
her in her school. Seeing her at the Tay-
lor Swift concert was just so lovely.

“I just want her to be happy. When
you have a child with a disability, it
makes you focus on the important
things in life. 

“We want her to experience as much
as possible — we just want her to have
friends, have a life, get a job one day
and contribute to society, just like
everyone else.”

Ava Leahy

Alan RyanBIG-hearted Alan Ryan is an inspiration to
other kids in his class, says mum Jackie.

If a classmate has a fall or someone gets
hurt, the seven-year-old is the first person
to come to the rescue.

Jackie said: “Alan has a lot of empathy
and compassion that I wouldn’t often see in
other children, even in my ten-year-old.

“A lot of the time, children are
the centre of their own world,
but Alan isn’t. He’s constantly
looking out for people and
making sure they are happy.

“If he ever sees me upset,
he says, ‘Mommy, are you
OK, are you feeling sad?’

“He picks up on moods
straight away. He’s so caring,
he never puts himself first.” 

She added: “Don’t get me
wrong, he’s not perfect, but
for the most part he sees the
goodness in others.”

Dublin-based Jackie and
husband Conor were terrified when Alan
was born with Down Syndrome. Much like
many other parents, they felt unprepared
for raising a child with a disability. 

But seven years later, Jackie says she

wouldn’t change a thing. She hopes that
this campaign will inspire future parents to
consider the positives as well as the nega-
tives about disabilities if they receive simi-

lar news about their child.
She said: “I would love for a

mum who gets a prenatal
diagnosis to feel that it is her
choice, but I hope they don’t
just get presented with a list
of things that are wrong.

“I wouldn’t change a hair on
Alan’s head. I want those
moms to know in advance
that there are positives.

“The love we have for Alan,
the love he has for us and the
place he has in society is so
valuable. I want those moms

to know that before they do
anything. I feel like in Ireland, when you
have a child with a disability, you get a list of
all the things that can go wrong.

“But there’s an awful lot that can go right
as well, and we’re a testament to that.”

MILO McGUIRK, 3 
Likes: Singing Teen Titans
Go! tune. Hobbies: Stuff-
ing toilet rolls in the loo.

NOAH KELLY, 3 
Likes: His garden swing, 
Mr Tumble and music. 
Dislikes: Loud noises. 

APRIL COVENEY, 7 
Hobbies: Gymnastics 
and swimming. Dislikes: 
Sitting in back of the car. 

ARCHIE STANLEY, 4
Loves: Making pancakes 
at the weekend and spi-
ders. Dislikes: Bedtime. 

LILAH WARD, 3
Likes: Bows, Peppa Pig, 
and colouring. Dislikes: 
Getting her hair brushed. 

JOSHUA CUSSEN, 6
Likes: Taekwondo with 
his brother, pet dog and 
cat. Favourite Word: ‘No’. 

DONNCHADH GIBSON, 4 
Likes: His trike, climbing 
(anything). Dislikes: 
Fruit and being told ‘No’. 

FAYE CORCORAN, 9 
Hobbies: Drama and Hip 
Hop classes. Dislikes: 
Getting her hair done. 

CAOIMHE McNALLY, 3
Likes: Being part of the 
gang. Dislikes: Getting 
in, then out of the bath. 

HAZEL BUCHANAN, 9 
Fave food: Shepherd’s 
Pie & chips. Hobby: Spe-
cial Olympics athletics.

ELLIOT WINDERS, 5
Loves: Alfie the dog and 
piano playing. Dislikes: 
Keeping his glasses on. 

DAIRE CAMPION, 6 
Loves: Pretending he’s a 
restaurant waiter. Hob-
bies: Cross fit, yoga, GAA.

LARA GILSON, 6
Likes: Dressing up and 
YouTube. Dislikes: Peo-
ple helping her too much. 

ELLIE TALBOT, 4
Adores: Peppa Pig and 
Vampirina. Hobbies: 
Playing with other kids.

NINA LEMANSKA, 3 
Likes: Books, dancing, 
dressing up and camp-
ing. Dislikes: Avocados. 

ONE GIANT STEP . . . 
 Noah is one of the 21 

youngsters out to high-
light the positive sides

of Down Syndrome

Loves: Riding his bike, 
swingball and burgers. 
Dislikes: Having his hair 
blow-dried, being helped.


